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                          www.christchurchechuca.com.org 
 
For any enquiries or personal needs please contact the Parish Priest or the 
Wardens as listed below  
 
Parish Priest   Rev George Hemmings  0408 598 648 
           george@christchurchechuca.org 

     
      Rector's Day Off - Thursday 
             
Hall Bookings   5482 1105 
Email office    info@christchurchechuca.org 
Secretary                       Margaret Hoelter 
 
 
                                      Margaret Hoelter          54807 109 
Church Wardens   Tim Bowles 
               Andrew Pullar               0419 836 320 
 
 
Parish Prayer Chain    (for  urgent  prayer) 
       Marlain  Glanville 5482 3582 
 
 
Pastoral Care               Lena Vicary  5482  3401 
 
 
Op Shop  Open Fridays from 9am - 3.00pm 
                              For collections contact:          
                                       Gwen   5482 1053 
                                                                

———————————————————————— 
 

BRIDGE DONATION  
 

                                  
                              
                       

      

Parish Information 
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         Rector’s Reflection 

 
The Parish Council recently spent a day out at Jenny & Barry 
Sudholz’s farm to dream, deliberate and develop a ten-year 
plan for Christ Church. That might seem rather ambitious, but 
we want to have a big vision of where God is calling us in the 
long-term, so that we can discern what we should be doing in 
the short-term. 
 
During the day we spent time building on work done already 
through this year, reflecting on our past and the present.  
Andrew Pullar helped us make sense of what the recent   
census data reveals about the community in which we live 
and worship. Tim Bowles then led us through recent research 
on the spiritual climate of Australia and what the issues and  
approaches most connect with different generations. 
 
The Parish Council then took a trip in the TARDIS and  
imagined together what Christ Church might look like in ten 
years and what impact we might have on our local  
community. They then braved the elements to take a journey 
through time and to pray for the church at key milestones.  
 
With that big picture in mind, the afternoon was spent    
starting to plan in more detail what the next few years might 
entail. There are a number of areas we want to strengthen 
and grow and a few new ventures to explore. It was exciting 
to see both the spread of ideas shared and through that 
some pathways starting to emerge. 
 

          Continued next page 
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It will take a little while to translate the mass of Post-it-Notes 
that we used into a more readable and sharable format. There 
is also a bit more to be done honing and refining our thoughts 
into a plan. But we will be working hard to see that is done 
soon and to share with the wider Parish where we think God is  
calling us and what we might in His grace be able to achieve in 
the future. When we do, we want to hear your feedback, any 
further ideas you might have and most especially what you 
might be passionate to be involved in and to pray for! 
 
Blessings 
Rev George J Hemmings 
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             What Do You Say…  

 
Through September we were going to have a sermon series 
dedicated to answering tough questions that we might be 
asked by our friends, families and neighbors. That sermon  
series is now going to address the underlying question of how 
we as the church should relate to the state and society. But 
we still want to address the particular questions that people 
had in a series of articles in the Bridge. We’ll look at questions 
of euthanasia, marriage, church accountability and authority, 
denominations, science and faith, the reliability of the Bible. If 
you have any questions you’d like answered, send them into 
George or the Bridge. 

 

I was recently asked to comment on the issue of Euthenasia. 
You may have seen a few of my remarks in the Riv. Here’s 
what I wrote in full: 

The Bible teaches that humans are made in the image of God 
and that life is a precious gift to be nourished, cherished and 
protected. The Bible also helps us to understand how and why 
our world is fallen and teaches that disease, decay and death 
were never part of God’s design. In the face of this Christians 
are called to show love and compassion, to care for and    
protect the weak and vulnerable and to proclaim the hope of 
restoration that comes through the resurrection of Jesus.  

 

          Continued next page 
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Euthanasia is not an individual decision, but affects families 
and communities, reaching beyond those directly involved to 
touch us all, as it speaks to the value we place on human life. 
If we are to introduce and normalize ‘voluntary euthanasia’, 
how long will it be before the conversation shifts ‘involuntary 
euthanasia’ and the grounds on which it is permitted move 
from those facing death to those who are desperate or in    
despair? In an age when we are concerned with preventing 
abuse of the elderly and saying that suicide is never a solution, 
permitting euthanasia promotes the message that for some life 
is not worth living.  

Having sat with those who are suffering, and wept and prayed 
with those who are dying, I know that death is never easy. As 
a community we need to do more to support those who are in 
pain, who are lost and afraid, and who are facing the end of 
their earthly journey. This might involve supporting those who 
decline further treatment but it should never involve actively 
taking a life. I want to affirm the great care that is provided in 
our hospitals and palliative care, but as a community there is 
more that we can, and should be doing. As a church we are 
committed to wrestling with these issues, supporting people in 
every stage of life, and above all sharing the life, light and love 
of Jesus with all. 

 As a Christian I cling to the promise that death is not the end, 
but that for those who put their faith and hope in Jesus there 
awaits the promise of heaven, a place in which death will be 
no more, mourning and crying and pain will be no more (Rev. 
21:4). 

  
Rev George J Hemmings 
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     Guild Notes 
 

 
The guild met on a cool wintery afternoon in the Narthex on 
August 20th.  
Our president Gwen welcomed everyone and conducted pray-
ers, devotions and we recited the guild creed.  
 

Plans were finalised for the Eucharistic lunch which is to be 
held on September 13th, at 11.30am. Residents of the Aged 
Care facilities have been invited and it is hoped many of our 
church members will attend  also. 
 

 Members talked about churches of distinction that they had 
experienced in recent times. Gwen talked about Churches 
and organs in the Ballarat area, while Lena spoke about 
churches she had visited while holidaying with her family in 
the Northern Territory and Queensland. Shirley described the 
cathedral that she had visited recently in Dijon in the       
Burgundy area of France. 
 

Birthdays were celebrated and it was decided to hold the next 
meeting at the Vintage Bazaar in High Street (next to      
Subway) on September 18th at the usual time of 1.30pm —-
everyone welcome (you might even like to get a cup of tea 
and savoury scone!) 
 
Shirley Johnson 
secretary 
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       ESA CAMP  
 
Greetings from Gabriel and Raya Gallimore. We want to tell 
you about the ESA Camp for school years 5 to 8 that we   
attended at Pental Island in Swan Hill this year. 
 
‘The camp is a great way to spend your holiday’ (Gabe) and 
‘a wonderful opportunity for kids who are seeking 
faith’ (Raya). We each had a duty group and adult cabin 
leaders. The leaders and kids are easy to become friends 
with. The camp has a theme every year that you can dress 
up for, dance and participate in fun and engaging activities. 
This year’s theme was The Jungle, and we dressed up one 
night as animals to fit the theme. The structure of a typical 
day went like this: Wake up at 7:30AM, get dressed, go to 
the kitchen with your duty group to set up for breakfast. 
Breakfast around 7:45 or 8, followed by quiet time and bible 
study. We were looking at different verses in the bible, most-
ly relating to Jesus. We memorized one particular verse that 
goes: 
Don’t let anyone look down on your because you are young, 
but set an 
example for the believers in speech, in conduct, in love, in 
faith and in purity.   
                         1 Timothy 4:12 
 
After quiet time and bible study we would have Zumba, 
stretches, running and warm-up games with the camp    
leaders, then some more bible study. We would go back to 
our cabins and do some writing in our journals. Then we 
would have lunch.                               
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Before and after lunch, we would participate in chosen   
electives like bush cooking, leather work (we brought home 
a coaster—only one because one of us lost the other one, to 
use for a drink glass at the dinner table), art and craft,    
fishing, or archery. Arvo tea would be followed by some free 
time before dinner. We enjoyed learning new worship songs 
like Everyday, and camp songs like The Austrian who went 
yodelling on a mountainside and kept getting interrupted 
(Mum and Dad cracked up in the car on the way home from 
the camp listening to us sing and doing hand-motions to var-
ious songs we’d learned).  
 
 We would also play fun games after dinner at night like     
40-40 Home Base, Capture the Flag with light-up Frisbees, 
and Poison Ball with glow-in-the-dark balls. Then we would 
shower, have supper and head off to bed—after brushing 
our teeth. I would highly recommend the camp to anyone in 
school years 5 through 8 for a fun enjoyable time. 
 
Gabriel and Raya Gallimore  

 
Note from Paul and Page (AKA: Mum and Dad to the authors 
above): Based on how energized, enthusiastic and joyful 
Gabe and Raya were when we picked them up from the 
camp at Pental Island this year, we are both in support of the 
ESA Camp ministry, and they are both excited about the pro-
spect of going to another camp. 
 
           



                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 1 October 
 
                          

  
 

                  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

3  P’Cost 13 
                   

Father’s Day 
 
9:00am      Traditional  
                         Service 
 

11.00am   Messy Church 
 
 

 

4 

  
 
 
 
 
 

5 
 
10am  Mainly Music 
 
1.30pm KYB 
 
3pm Sing for Joy 
 
 

 

10  P’Cost 14 
 
9:00am Traditional  
                         Service 
 

11.00am   Family Service 

11 
 
7.30am Men’s Breakfast 
 
 
 
 

17  P’Cost 15 

                
9:00am     Traditional  
                         Service 
 

11.00am  Family     
          Service 
 
2pm Crafternoon 
 

 18 
 
1:30pm  Guild mtg 

  
 
 
 
 

6 

  9.30am Ecumenical   
 Prayers—St Mary’s            
 
11am Eucharist 
 
 
 

 

12 
 
10am  Mainly Music 
 
1.30pm KYB 
 
3pm Sing for Joy 
 
 

13  
 
 
11.30am Eucharist Lunch
 
 

24 P’Cost 16 
  

9.00am   Traditional  
                        Service 
 
11.00am  Family     
          Service 
 

19 
 

10am  Mainly Music 
 
1.30pm KYB 
 
3pm Sing for Joy 

25 
 

20 

               
 
11am Eucharist 
 
 
 

27 
 
 11am Eucharist 

26 
  
 

1.30pm KYB 
 
3pm Sing for Joy 
 
                

 
 
     
 
 

 
 

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAYSUNDAY 



  
 
 
 

7 
   
 
 
 
 
Rector’s day off 
 
 

14 
 
  
 
 
 
Rector’s day off 
  

21  

 
Op Shop Closed       
 
 
Rector’s day off 

28      
  
 
9.00 am    Op Shop Open  
 
       
Rector’s day off  

9.30am Ecumenical     
—St Mary’s             

11am Eucharist 

11.30am Eucharist Lunch 

11am Eucharist 

11am Eucharist 

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 

1 September 
 
 
 
        
9.00 am    Op Shop Open  
          

8 
 
 
 
9.00 am    Op Shop Open  
 
  

9 
 
 
 
 

16 
  

29 
 
 
9.00 am    Op Shop Open  
 
 
 

22 

 
 
  9.00 am    Op Shop open  
 
 
11.00am  Southern Cross 
 
School Term ends 

23 
  
 
 

2 
 
 

15 
 
9.00 am    Op Shop open  
 
   
 

10.00am Wharparilla 
 

11.00am Glanville 

30 
 
 
 
 
 

FRIDAY SATURDAY 
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          From the BCA Archives 
 

The following abridged article by Brian Roberts appeared in 
the Summer 2016 edition of The real Australian. 
 
In 1955 the BCA Flying Medical Service had a difficulty.    
Patients had to be transported in the back of a ute or truck 
for transport from the Ceduna airfield to the base hospital. 
After having operated for 31 years the BCA launched an   
appeal to purchase an ambulance to replace the trucks and 
utes. They were successful and a brand new fully equipped 
VW Kombi van ambulance went in to service in January 
1956. It was purchased in Adelaide and equipped with 
'pressurised air-conditioning', detachable patient chairs, two 
folding stretchers and bright an dim interior lighting. it was 
very state of the art in the 1950's! It is estimated that in its 
first year it met some 160 flights at the airfield as well as 
travelled overland. 
 
The BCA held on to its ambulance until the late 1960's and 
from there until the early 2000's its story is not known. It 
was then that the new owner, in England, was restoring the 
van and discovered the old lettering marking the van as from 
The Bush Church Aid Society of Australia. He made contact 
with the national Office and provided the vehicle's history 
from 2003 where it was purchased from a second-hand 
magazine. It was sitting in a shed in a sorry state and had 
been purchased from Australia. It had been stripped of all its 
equipment but otherwise was intact. It took many years   
before the new owner began the task of restoration but it is 
now getting back on the road with a few upgrades to make 
it a bit more user friendly but still has many of the original 
parts from 1955! 
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When the above article was printed it sparked a lot of  
interest and memories from many readers. One was from a 
former BCA Field Staffer- Kerry Medway. 
"... There was great concern about having an emergency 
team ready for any natural disaster that may occur in the 
Cooper Pedy region. The BCA van was a backup ambulance 
on the day we had a mock-rescue. Sadly, only a few weeks 
later, a serious accident occurred near Mount Willoughby 
about 100kms north of Cooper Pedy. A bus carrying over 40 
school children collided head-on with a road-train. it was   
reported that several children were injured and we rushed to 
the scene. Being first on the scene our ambulance was used 
to transport several injured children to the waiting flying  
doctor plane which had landed on the Stuart Highway. The 
van then transported five of the not-so seriously injured 
teens back to the Cooper Pedy hospital." 
 

During this period the BCA had 22 BCA nurses on staff, ran 
bush clinics or hospitals in Cook, Tarcoola, Cooper Pedy, 
Wudinna, Penong and Rawlinna. There was a fast and  
efficient air ambulance, three BCA pilots, as well as Flying 
Medical Service planes. 
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Kooyora 
 

Over the past few years the Bendigo Diocese has been     
putting a lot of work into updating its professional standards. 
This has involved a new Professional Standards Uniform Act, a 
new system of Ministry Checks (for clergy and lay leaders) 
and Safe Church Workshops. It has culminated in the creation 
of Kooyora, an independent professional standards company. 
The Diocese of Melbourne has joined us in creating and    
signing up to Kooyora and the hope is that all Dioceses in  
Victoria will in time get on board. 
 
Much of this work has been done in response to criticisms 
leveled at the Anglican Church by the Royal Commission. In 
some respects it is unfortunate that the actions of a few have 
meant that the church is under extra scrutiny and scorn. An 
independent Office of Professional Standards can offer a 
greater assurance of effective handling of complaints and 
screening of clergy and lay people for the protection of the 
community. It offers a sound basis to seek to restore        
confidence and trust of the community in our institutions. 
Please hold all survivors of child abuse in your prayers and 
support those associated with this new initiative in ensuring its 
success.  

 
Rev George J Hemmings 
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        Activity - colouring page 
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  God’s Remedy for Stress 
 
‘Cast all your anxiety on Him because He cares for you.’ 
1 Peter 5:7 NIV 
 
Are you feeling stressed? Is your mind besieged with worries? If so, God 
wants to relieve your stress. Read the following Scriptures slowly and 
prayerfully: 
‘I will take refuge in the shadow of Your wings until the disaster has 
passed.’ (Psalm 57:1 NIV) 
 

‘You have been a refuge for the poor ... For the needy in their distress, a 
shelter from the storm.’   (Isaiah 25:4 NIV) 
 

‘I am with you and will watch over you wherever you go ... I will not 
leave you until I have done what I have promised you.’ (Genesis 28:15 
NIV) 
‘The eternal God is your refuge, and underneath are the everlasting 
arms.’ (Deuteronomy 33:27 NIV) 
‘Do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I 
will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with My righteous 
right hand.’ (Isaiah 41:10 NIV) 
‘Even to your old age ... I will carry you.’  (Isaiah 46:4 NIV) 
 
So here’s God’s prescription for stress relief: 
(1) Believe God ‘truly cares for you’. 
(2) Make a conscious decision to ’cast all your anxiety on Him’. If 

you’re on overload, ask God for wisdom to change your schedule. 
When the problem you’re facing is too big for you to handle, give it 
to Him—and don’t take it back. Let Him think His thoughts through 
you, and allow His peace, power and patience to take charge of 
your mind. Practice doing this at the beginning of each day, as of-
ten as you need to throughout the day. It’s God’s remedy for 
stress! 

 
- This is an excerpt from “The Word for Today” written by Bob & Debby 
Gass      
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Many Happy Returns to those who are 
 having a birthday in September 
 
 1st September — Barry Kelly 
 4th September — Iris Byass 
 4th September — Jeanette Maloney 
 5th September — Rev Ron Wood 
 6th September — Mae Vincent (92) 
 6th September — Clive Hoelter 
 9th September — Ethel Gilmartin 
13th September —Rebecca Ray 
19th September— Jan Wood 
27th September — Barry Sudholz 
28th September — Margaret White 
28th September — RoseMarie Leris 
30th September — Roma Stratton 
30th September — Kate Hill 
 
Congratulations to those celebrating  
Wedding Anniversaries in September 
 

 5th September — Ron & Shirley Johnson 49th 
19th September —Tim & Kate Bowles 8th 
28th September — Leo & Elizabeth Leris 37th 
 
If there is anyone else  that has not been mentioned please 
see Lena Vicary 
 

PLEASE!  PLEASE! 
 
 

If you know of a parishioner that is ill at home or is 
in Hospital or if you your self are ill or need any 
help. Please contact Lena phone 54 823 401 if Lena 
is not home please leave a message. 
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                                Farewell 
 
 

On Tuesday the 5th September, the decision has been made 
within the family, that Helen and her husband are going to 
shift Colin to live with them and his grandchildren in     Crai-
gieburn. 
His new address will be: 9 Eades Way, Craigieburn 3064. 
Phone- (03) 9305 6792 
 
 
 

      Connect Women’s Conference 
      An inter-denominational women’s  event for ages 16+ 
              

                    Enter His Rest 
 
     Saturday 16th September,    9.30—1.00pm 
 

                Registration from 9.00am 
 

            $10 on the day, brunch included 
 

            Moama Anglican Grammar Hall,  
 

              2 Kichhhofer Street., Moama 
 

                Hannah Craven 
 

                       Guest Speaker 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

       Closing Date for October Bridge– 20th  September 
                Email: petlain@bigpond.net.au 



           

             These Hands 

These hands aren't the hands of a gentleman 
These hands are calloused and old 
These hands raised a family, these hands built a home 
Now these hands raised to praise the Lord 
 
These hands won the heart of my loved one 
And with hers they were never alone 
If these hands filled their task then what more could you 
ask 
For these fingers have worked to the bone 
 
Now don't try to judge me by what you'd like me be 
For my life hasn't been a success 
Some people have power but still they grieve 
While these hands brought me happiness 
 
Now I'm tired and I'm old and I haven't much gold 
Maybe things ain't been all that I planned 
Lord above hear my plea when it's time to judge me 
Take a look at these hard working hands 
 
Take a look at these hard working hands . 

 
 

 
 

 
 

        
 


