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                          www.christchurchechuca.com.org 
 
For any enquiries or personal needs please contact the Parish Priest or the 
Wardens as listed below  
 
Parish Priest   Rev George Hemmings  0408 598 648 
           george@christchurchechuca.org 

     
      Rector's Day Off - Thursday 
             
Hall Bookings   5482 1105 
Email office    info@christchurchechuca.org 
Secretary                       Margaret Hoelter 
 
 
                                      Margaret Hoelter          54807 109 
Church Wardens   Tim Bowles 
               Andrew Pullar               0419 836 320 
 
 
Parish Prayer Chain    (for  urgent  prayer) 
       Marlain  Glanville 5482 3582 
 
 
Pastoral Care               Lena Vicary  5482  3401 
 
 
Op Shop  Open Fridays from 9am - 3.00pm 
                              For collections contact:          
                                       Gwen   5482 1053 
                                                                

———————————————————————— 
 

BRIDGE DONATION  
 

                                  
                              
                       

      

Parish Information 
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   A Little Boy’s Prayer 
 
 
 

  Dear God, 
 

  Take care of my family, 
  Take care of the whole world.    

  And please God, 
  Take care of yourself, 
  Or all we are all sunk.  
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FAITH IN FIJI 
 

The Fijian community is very religious, over 50% being Christian, 
but the Anglican tradition is not very strong. Nearly 60% of  
Christians follow the Wesley tradition and nearly every village has 
an imposing chapel.  Anglican churches are found in the major 
towns only. The Diocese of Polynesia is led by an Archbishop who 
forms part of the three-person primacy that leads the Province of 
New Zealand. 
Lesley and I recently spent a fortnight in Fiji, a delightful place to 
holiday as the people are so friendly, warm and inviting. My efforts 
to engage the locals in their Fijian language always resulted in the 
most beautiful smiles, much mirth and considerable camaraderie. 
One of my friends accompanying us on our holiday is a lapsed  
Roman Catholic who by his own admission has not entered a 
church for over 20 years.  Imagine my surprise when he asked me 
to accompany him to church to enable him to light some votive 
candles in memory of his parents and parents-in-law.  When he 
had finished I placed my hand on his shoulder and said a blessing.  
Nothing special from my perspective but an instantaneously  
emotional time for him.  My hand was on his shoulder but I could 
feel another hand on my shoulder – Jesus was very much in  
attendance with us. 
Later we went to church together for a Sunday service.  Imagine a 
congregation of at least 200 people with only 6 expatriates, music 
provided by three guitars, a choir of 20 ladies backed by another 
choir of 15 or so men and everyone in their Sunday best.  The cler-
gy wore vestments and even the altar servers and acolytes were 
dressed in white albs.  The service was in English. 
Listening to the hymns with such beautiful harmonies was a truly 
heavenly experience but to hear the Gloria and Lord’s Prayer sung 
with gusto was inspirational.  The Gospel was read in the body of 
the church by the priest who was escorted by the crucifer and two 
acolytes with candles (keeping candles alight under powerful  
ceiling fans was a Herculean task).  Exchanging greetings of peace 
was a special moment during the service. 
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The Gospel reading was John 3:16, the same text as inscribed in 
the Bible presented to me by my parents when I became a  
teenager.  In the eyes of my friend this was the special sign that 
he was anticipating to show that his return to worship was  
noticed by God.  That triggered some more emotion for each of 
us. 
We all know that our personal examples of a Christian life might 
convince others to follow and share with us on a sacred journey 
through life while following the teachings of Jesus.  My current 
studies in the Trinity Certificate have equipped me to talk more 
about my faith and what it means but I could never have  
envisaged an experience such as I shared with my friend in Fiji.  
Both of us are ex-Servicemen, he truly is a rough diamond with 
many flawed facets, and something has happened that has 
brought us together in a special way.  I always knew him to be a 
man of principle but now he has lifted the bushel and I can see 
the light of his soul – what a special privilege. 
I thought that our return home might return my friend to his old 
ways.  Not so.  He has asked me to teach him a Grace to say  
before meals and he even asked for another blessing over the 
telephone. 
We shared many great experiences in Fiji.  Imagine my  
astonishment when I asked him what his favourite memory of Fiji 
was and he replied, “Going to church with you”.  If ever I needed 
proof that God worked in mysterious ways this was it.  Pride and 
humility are strange bedfellows but that is my lot right now.  I 
feel proud that I have helped my friend in his time of need but I 
feel incredibly humble that my actions might have led my friend 
to rekindle his faith. 
 

To God be the Glory. 
 
John Glover 
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Sing For Joy at Southern Cross Home 
 
         A JOYFUL VISIT 
 
When a fifth Tuesday of the month appears on our calendars, 
it is the cue for a Sing For Joy sing-a-long at the Southern 
Cross Home. The most recent of these visits was in late  
August. Though our group was small in number that day, we 
knew it wouldn’t be a deterrent to everyone’s enjoyment. 
 

It is always afternoon tea time when we arrive  -  quite likely 
a good thing to help prepare vocal chords for singing!   
Residents are seated at small tables, Sing For Joy people with 
them around the room, hymn books at the ready, and  
keyboard nearby. 
 

On this particular cool August day, inclement weather was 
forgotten as singing began.  Many old favourites were sung 
when, as often happens, many signs of recognition and mem-
ories of the music from long ago occurred for some of the 
folk, unlocking them, as it were, as nothing else seems to. 
This makes one wonder if perhaps one day, as more  
research is done, music might be used as a healing agent for 
those suffering from certain forms of mental illness. 
 

As usual, the hour of joyful singing flew by, and it was time 
to make our way homeward, with encouraging comments of 
appreciation as we left. We are blessed by these in the 
knowledge that we, in turn, have been able to bring blessing 
to others. 
 

‘Blessings abound where’ere He reigns’.  Indeed. 
 

Jan Wood. 
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     Guild Notes 
 
A beautiful Spring afternoon for the September meeting of 
the Guild, we met at the Vintage Bazaar in High Street and 
had a very enjoyable time. 
 
 
Members enjoyed coffee and cakes and were grateful to 
Raylene for making us so welcome. President Gwen  
welcomed everyone with a reading, a prayer and the collect. 
It was reported that the Eucharistic lunch was very  
successful and enjoyed by the workers and the guests. 
Gwen Berryman reported on busy times at the op shop and 
when Pam tabled the treasurers report it was obvious that 
the Opportunity shop is making a great contribution to the 
finances of the church.  
Lena reported on her visiting at the Aged Care facilities and 
the hospital.  
The Chaplaincy dinner is coming up on the 20th of October 
in St Marys Hall and members were asked to support it.  
 
The afternoon concluded with birthday greetings extended 
to Roma. 
The next meeting will be in the church Narthex at 1.30pm 
on the 16th October. 
Shirley Johnson 
secretary 
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         Eucharist Luncheon report 
 
This month Christ Church held the second Eucharistic  
Luncheon for 2017.  All five residential homes were well  
represented and nearly sixty people sat down for lunch. Rev 
George Hemmings gave an inspiring address at the church 
service and was well supported by Colin Moysey playing the 
organ.  The congregation joined in some lovely old hymns 
with gusto. 
Lunch was enjoyed by all and a great time to catch up with 
old friends. 
Many thanks to the ladies in the kitchen and every one else 
that helped to make the day another special occasion on our 
church calendar. 
 
Jim Miller 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“A little girl became restless as the preacher’s sermon 
dragged on and on. 
Finally, she leaned over to her mother and whispered, 
“Mommy, if we give him the money now, will he let us go?” 
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 Connect Women’s Conference 2017 
 
 

On Saturday 16 September a large group of women met to 
enjoy the Connect Women's Conference held in the Moama 
Anglican Grammar School hall.  
Hannah Craven (Assistant Curate at St Michael's Nth  
Carlton) was this year's guest speaker and she gave us 
some very encouraging teaching and insight into entering 
into God's rest and enjoying a close relationship with Him in 
the midst of our busy daily lives. She reminded us of God's 
loving invitation and the wonderful words of Jesus to 'Come 
to me all who are heavy laden and I will give you rest.'  
 

We also heard from Page Gallimore who shared her story of 
coming to faith and of her journey from America to Australia 
and lessons she has learnt along the way of Gods grace and 
faithfulness.  
 

It was wonderful to see so many women of varying ages 
from different churches in Echuca and surrounding areas 
coming together to sing, share fellowship over morning tea 
and learn from God's word.  
Sarah Hemmings did a great job as MC and Kate Bowles also 
put in many hours along with other Committee Members An-
na Nunan and Ros McAllan in planning and organising the 
event which was greatly appreciated by those who attended. 
 
If you would like to stay in touch or attend next year have a 
look at the facebook page or talk to Sarah or Kate about  
going on the mailing list. 
 
Jenny Pullar 
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School term starts 
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1.30pm KYB 
 
3pm Sing for Joy 
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16 
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9.00am   Traditional  
                        Service 
 
11.00am  Family  Service 
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1.30pm KYB 
 
3pm Sing for Joy 

30 
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11am Eucharist 
 
 
 

1 November
 
 11am Eucharist 

31 
  
 

1.30pm KYB 
 
3pm Sing for Joy 
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9.30am Ecumenical   
 Prayers - Uniting
 

11am Eucharist 
(Rev Glenis Traill)

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAYSUNDAY 



 5 
 
 
9.00 am    Op Shop Open  
 
Rector’s day off 

12 
   
 
 
 
 
Rector’s day off 
 
 

19 
 
  
 
 
 
Rector’s day off 
  

26  

 
       
 
 
Rector’s day off 

 
  
 

11am Eucharist 
(Rev Glenis Traill) 

11am Eucharist  

11am Eucharist 

1 November 

11am Eucharist 

9.30am Ecumenical     
Prayers - Uniting 

11am Eucharist 
(Rev Glenis Traill) 

WEDNESDAY THURSDAY 

6  
 
 
 
        
9.00 am    Op Shop Open  
          

13 
 
 
 
9.00 am    Op Shop Open  
 
  

14 
 
 
 
 

21 
  
Ladies Pamper Day 
 - St James, Moama 
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  9.00 am    Op Shop open  
 
 
11.00am  Southern Cross 
 
 

28 
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20 
 
9.00 am    Op Shop open  
 
   

10.00am Wharparilla 
11.00am Glanville 
 
Chaplaincy Dinner - St 
Mary’s Hall 

 
 
 
 
 
 

FRIDAY SATURDAY 
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        Safe Church Training Workshop 
 
 
On the 9th September I was one of four ladies from Christ Church 
who attended the Safe Church Training Agreement Awareness  
Program which was arranged to train those involved in ministry 
(paid or voluntary) to children, young people and vulnerable 
adults. It is compulsory for Ministers, senior church leaders, parish 
councillors and so on. 
It was held in Bendigo Anglican Cathedral Hall. There were about 
40 attending, men and women of different denominations. Our in-
structors were the Parish Priest of Castlemaine Anglican Church 
and Rev Heather Martin who is co-ordinator of the Safe Church 
Program. 
The program covered awareness of the elements of safe culture; 
understanding child abuse and the indicators; understanding     
vulnerable adults and abuse; how to respond to disclosures and 
claims; criteria for safe leaders; safe church envisions; and legal 
and insurance requirements. 
They also covered family violence, sexual abuse and harassment, 
and elder abuse and bullying. 
 
It was confronting at times but very enlightening and I believe the 
advice given was so practical should we ever encounter any form 
of abuse whether in the church, at work, in homes, even the  
sporting arena or clubs. 
 
I understand there is to be another Training Day on Saturday 21st 
October for those who haven’t already done this training.  
I highly recommend it. 
 
           - Lena Vicary 
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CHURCH SERVICES in the future... 
 
PASTOR:   "The Lord be with you!"      
CONGREGATION:  “And with your spirit"    
PASTOR:   "Will everyone please turn on their tablet, PC, iPad, 
smart phone, and Kindle Bibles to 1 Corinthians, 13:13.      
And please switch on your Bluetooth to download the sermon."      
  

P-a-u-s-e......     
 

"Now, Let us pray committing this week into God's hands.      
Open your Apps, BBM, Twitter and Facebook, and chat with 
God"       
 

S-i-l-e-n-c-e      
 

"As we take our Sunday tithes and offerings, please have your cred-
it and debit cards ready."     
"You can log on to the church Wi-Fi using the password 
'Lord909887.'   The ushers will circulate mobile card swipe         
machines among the worshipers:     
a.   Those who prefer to make electronic fund transfers are directed  
      to computers and laptops at the rear of the church.      
b.   Those who prefer to use iPads can open them.   
c.   Those who prefer telephone  banking, take out your cell phones  
      to transfer your contributions to the church account.    
   

The holy atmosphere of St. Matthew’s becomes truly electrified as 
ALL the smart phones,  iPads, PCs and laptops beep and flicker!   
    
Final Blessing and Closing Announcements.   
a.  This week's ministry cell meetings will be held on the various 
     Facebook group  pages where the usual group chatting takes 
     place.  Please log in and don't miss out.   
b.  Thursday's Catechism Study will be held live on Skype at 
     1900hrs GMT.  Please don't miss out.     
c.  You can follow your Pastor on Twitter this  weekend for       
     counselling and prayers.    
 
God bless and have a nice day.       
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  St James Ladies Pamper Day 
 

 Saturday 21st October 
 11:30am - 4:00pm 
 St James Church, Moama 
 $10 entry 
 
This was enjoyed by all who attended last year and 
comes highly recommended! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“All I need today  
is a little bit of coffee  
and a whole Lot of JESUS” 
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                                          Opp Shop  
 
             Bargains Galore! 
      Spring Special - until end October 
            
      Bring a green shopping bag and fill it with 
    WINTER clothes for $10.00  
          Or a small plastic bag for $ 5.00 
 
 
                     Bargains - Christmas!  
   From Friday 3rd November till sold 
      

     Christmas trees,  
     Christmas decorations,  
     Cards 
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Many Happy Returns to those who are 
 having a birthday in September 
 
 9th October  — Glenis Traill 
 9th October  — Marlain Glanville 
 9th October  — Lena Vicary 
14th October — Margaret Buchanan 
15th October — Sheena Stuart 
15th October — Phyllis Bulman 
16th October — Jim Stuart 
17th October — Lee-ann Stafford 
24th October — Ron Johnson 
25th October — Edison Stapleton (3 years) 
25th October — Thomas Bridge (4 years) 
26th October — Tim Bowles 
29th October — David Evans (70 years) 
30th October — Margaret Hoelter 
 
Congratulations to those celebrating  
Wedding Anniversaries in September 
 

 7th October — Glenise & David Masters 50th 
14th October —Sheena & Jim Stuart 56th 
 
If there is anyone else  that has not been mentioned please 
see Lena Vicary 
 

   

 

Closing Date for November Bridge–  
20th  October 

 
 

Email: petlain@bigpond.net.au 
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                   Concert at Uniting Church 
 
What a treat for the fifty or so people who attended the 
“Sounds for the Soul” concert held in the Echuca Moama 
Uniting Church on Sunday afternoon of the 17th September. 
The Bendigo Chorale (4 males & 18 ladies) were brilliant with 
Elena Varshauskaya the musical director, Yuliya Lenard 
(accompanist) and Beverly Leeson the spokesperson.   
 
The chorale are in their 60th year with one of the original 
members Glenis Pitson singing at this concert. 
We heard music and six songs from the Classics before a 
short interval then; O beautifully rendered Negro spirituals 
plus (I think) a Russian novelty song about snow falling
(“Sneg”) with the singers donning scarves, beanies and other 
typical headwear. 
 
What a wonderful way to spend a Sunday afternoon. 
If you missed this months  concert perhaps you’d enjoy the 
next two shows: 
Crescendo - String Quartet  
2pm on Sunday 8th October  
 

and/or  
 

Geoff Anderson Festival of the organ recital  
2pm on Sunday 5th November.   
 

Both will be held in Echuca Moama Uniting Church. 
Proceeds will aid Outreach and Missions in this  
community.    Entry $15-00. 
 
Hope to see you there. 
Lena Vicary. 



           
              
 

 
 

 
 

        
 


